
Calculation policy

Mathematics is a subject in which its learning episodes can be taught in multiple different ways, using 
multiple different methods; this is the case at many schools. This can cause significant confusion and 

cognitive overload for some students, especially lower attaining students. The purpose of this document 
is to provide mathematics teachers, teachers of other subjects and staff who support students in 

mathematics lessons with an easy-reference guide to some the methods that could be employed in the 
teaching of mathematics. In mathematics we aim to ensure thorough understanding of the subject 

content covered without relying on process memorisation. The methods outlined are one of the ways of 
accomplishing this. This document will allow staff to synchronise their practise, to ensure students 

encounter the same methods throughout their mathematical journey, regardless of their teacher. The 
aim is that this will provide consistency for students in the long-term and therefore aid in improving 

their outcomes.

The calculation policy is divided into four sections: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. At 
the start of each section, you will find an overview of the progression of skills. Calculations involving 

decimal numbers and fractions are included. The calculation policy follows the same concrete, pictorial, 
abstract approach as our main schemes of learning. Where appropriate, sentence stems and key 

questions are included alongside the key representations.
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