[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents’ Guide to Preparing for Examinations in Business & Economics
Year 12 Mock Exam

As we approach the end of Y12 mock examinations, here is some advice from the Business and Economics department to support independent revision.  

In School
Students in both subjects have been given sets of past exam papers, these will be set and reviewed in class as well as having questions set for homework.  Some of these questions will be formatively assessed, some will be self-assessed, where students should use the mark scheme to mark their own work.  Students should come to lessons prepared with all of their stationary, files, books and other equipment and be on time to lessons.  

The general expectation is that for every one hour of A-level lessons students have in school, they spend one hour of independent work outside of lessons.  This will require students to use their study periods effectively, with structured work/ revision in the common room or working quietly in the library or briary.  

Students have copies of the specification stuck on their file dividers, these have columns where they can self-assess how confident they are with all of the topics that have been covered.  Students could include using the following key:
·  - Green – Feel confident with the topics
·  - Yellow – Feel okay about the topic but will need to review it independently
·  - Red – Struggling with this topic and will need support from the class teacher
Students should then concentrate on going over topics that are Yellow and Red, asking for support where necessary.  

Independent Revision
Student in September were all given revision cards, in lessons we have used these to make a note of key terms, however independently students should use their cards to their full potential.   It is recommended, that most of the essay questions for Business and Economics will be structured with students introducing the question with a definition, so learning key terms is essential.  

We will be going through the exam papers in class, however students should use their independent time to plan and carry out exam questions by themselves under timed conditions.  Students should not use the mark scheme straight away, but if they are struggling or need some prompts, the mark scheme may be helpful.  As a separate exercise, students can read mark schemes to support their revision.   

Students should focus on developing their analysis and evaluation skills in relation to essay questions.  Developing chains of analysis is key to explaining the effect on the individual business, stakeholders, industry, governments or economies and will demonstrate to the examiner that the student understands how the different topics interlink.  Evaluation skills are something that students work on in Year 12 but then need to perfect in Year 13 as a higher percentage of their marks are allocated to these skills.  

Online Resources
· YouTuber including: EconplusDal and Bizconsesh
· Tutor2u.net – lots of 
· Business Review magazines and Economics Review magazines

Students - Good luck with your revision and speak to your class teachers for additional help and support. 
