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“Justice is open to all – like the Ritz Hotel” – James Charles Matthews 19th Century British judge.

Law Curriculum Map
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What is Law and 
the English 
Legal System? 
Bridging Unit

Features of 
civil law

Structure and 
jurisdiction of the 
English civil courts
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Legal skills –
referencing 
and writing

Sources of 
advice

Sources of 
funding

The cost of 
taking legal 
action

How 
Precedent 
Works

Precedent 
and Law 
Reporting

Avoiding 
PrecedentPurpose of Tort Law

Negligence – duty of 
care

Negligence –
breach of duty

Negligence – damage 
(causation)

Damages Burden of proof 
and res ipsa

loquitur

Recall and 
practice

Unit 1 
Exam

Legal skills 
- research

Influences on 
Parliament –
pressure groups, 
media, law reform

The law-making 
procedure in 
Parliament

How statutes are 
made and interpreted 
by courts – rules and 
approaches

Delegated 
Legislation - types

Delegated 
legislation -
controls

EU Law -
influence

Legal profession –
barristers and 
solicitors 

Advice and 
representation in 
criminal cases

Lay people –
Juries and 
Magistrates

Role of the 
judiciary in 
criminal 
cases

Elements of a crime –
actus reus and mens rea

Elements of a crime –
Strict Liability

Non-fatal 
offences 
against the 
person

Sentencing for 
non-fatal offences

Recall and review of 
elements of a crime

Homicide 
offences -
murder

Recall and 
recap of 
negligence

Recall 
and 
practice 
of Unit 3

Negligence –
claims for 
psychiatric 
harm

Negligence – claims 
for economic loss

Negligence –
claims for 
negligent 
misstatement

Occupiers’ Liability
Vicarious liability Private 

nuisance

Rylands v 
Fletcher

Voluntary 
manslaughter 
– loss of 
control

Voluntary 
manslaughter 
– diminished 
responsibility

Involuntary 
manslaughter 
– unlawful act 

Involuntary 
manslaughter 
– gross 
negligence

Involuntary 
manslaughter 
– corporate 

Property 
offences - theft

Property 
offences -
robbery

Property 
offences -
burglary

Property 
offences -
fraud

Property 
offences –
Criminal 
damage

Defences 
- duress

Defences -
Intoxication

Defences 
– self 
defence

Defences –
Insanity and 
automatism

Police 
powers –
stop and 
search

Police 
powers –
arrest

Police powers –
detention, interviews, 
searches and samples


