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“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” – Aristotle, Ancient Greek Philosopher
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Greek Theatre

Introduction to how the Greeks experienced theatre, including where they watched it and what 

it would be like to be in the audience. 

Topic 1Topic 2

Greek Theatre

How plays were 

staged, including 

costumes, masks 

and the staging 

itself.

Topic 3

Greek Theatre

Focus on the genre of tragedy, 

including ways of staging it and the 

style of the plays.

Topic 4

Greek Theatre

Read Oedipus the King, a tragedy by Sophocles. 

Focus on the tragedy’s plot, characterisation and 

key themes. 

Topic 1

Greek Theatre

Read Bacchae, a tragedy by Euripides. Focus on the 

tragedy’s plot, characterisation and key themes. 

Compare it to Oedipus the King. 

Topic 2

Greek Theatre

Focus on the genre of comedy, including ways of 

staging it and the style of the plays. Compare it to the 

genre of tragedy.

Topic 3

Greek Theatre

Read Frogs, a comedy by Aristophanes. Focus on 

the comedy’s plot, characterisation and key 

themes.  
Topic 1

Greek Theatre

Compare 

synoptically 

the different 

elements of 

Greek theatre, 

including the 

plays and 

visual sources. 

Topic 2

The Odyssey

Read the Odyssey Book 18, 19, 21 and 22 

analysing characterisation and key themes.

Topic 5

The Odyssey

Introduction to Homer as the author of the Odyssey and what sort of 

society Homer’s characters may have lived in (7th-8th Century BC)

Topic 6

The Odyssey

Read the Odyssey, Book 1, 5, 6 and 7, analysing 

characterisation and key themes. 

Topic 4

The Odyssey

Read the Odyssey Book 8, 9, 10, 11 

and 12, analysing characterisation 

and key themes. 

Topic 5

The Odyssey

Read the Odyssey Book 12, 13, 16 and 17 

analysing characterisation and key themes. 

Topic 3

The Odyssey

Analyse synoptically the different characters, themes 

and social context of the Odyssey.

Topic 4

Greek Theatre/The Odyssey

Revise content and exam skills in 

preparation for the exam.

Topic 1

Greek Religion

Introduction to the nature of Olympian gods, including 

how they are anthropomorphised. Early portrayals of the 

gods in Homer and Hesiod. Focus on hero cults. 

Topic 2

Greek Religion 

Investigate the personal experience of the 

divine, including how individual Greeks 

attended the Eleusinian mysteries, 

worshipped the cult of Asclepius and visited 

the oracle at Dodona. 

Topic 3

The Aeneid

Introduction to 

the Roman 

Republic and 

author Virgil. 

Read the 

Aeneid Book 1 

and 2, 

analysing 

characterisatio

n, key themes 

and the social 

context of 

ancient Rome.  

Topic 5

The Aeneid

Read the Aeneid 

Book 4 and 6, 

analysing 

characterisation, 

key themes and 

the social context 

of ancient Rome.  

Topic 1

Greek Religion

Look at religion and society, investigating 

different levels of religion and religious 

participation of different genders and social 

class. 

Topic 2

Greek Religion

Focus on three different places of worship and how 

they compare to each other: the Athenian Acropolis, 

the Delphic Oracle and Olympia. Look at a case study 

of the Olympic Games. 

Topic 3

Topic 4

The Aeneid

Read the Aeneid Book 

7 and 8, analysing 

characterisation, key 

themes and the social 

context of ancient 

Rome.  

The Aeneid

Read the Aeneid Book 

9 and 10, analysing 

characterisation, key 

themes and the social 

context of ancient 

Rome.  

.Topic 1Topic 3 Topic 2

Greek Religion

Look at religion and society, investigating 

different levels of religion and religious 

participation of different genders and social 

class. 

Topic 4

Greek Religion 

Focus on different rituals the 

Greeks used to worship the 

gods, including sacrifices and 

libations. Look at priests’ and 

priestesses’ roles. 

Topic 5

Greek Religion

Analyse the link between religion and philosophy, 

including Xenophanes and Socrates’ critiques of 

religion. Case study on Socrates’ trial. 

The Aeneid

Read the Aeneid Book 11 and 12, 

analysing characterisation, key 

themes and the social context of 

ancient Rome. Analyse synoptically 

the different characters, themes and 

social context of the Odyssey.

.

Greek Religion/ The Aeneid

Revise content and exam skills in preparation for the 

exam


