Reading Exam Hints – Some Suggestions

Before the exam

- Get plenty of regular practice. Use past papers. Use the websites GCSE Bitesize - both the Revision Bites and the Test Bites and Sam Learning.

- Make sure you are familiar with different types of task, for example, multiple choice, filling in a grid, matching, gap filling, answering in French, and answering in English.

- Make sure you are confident with recognising the full range of words that introduce questions:

où? qui? comment? pourquoi ? quand? quoi? combien? qu’est-ce que ?
During the exam - Don't panic! You are not expected to understand every word of the text.

- Take a positive approach to your reading. Concentrate on what you do understand, not on the difficult words and phrases.  - Have a good look at the title of the text as well as any illustrations. They may give you some important clues.

- Read the whole text before attempting to answer any questions. It is usually better to read the text twice at a brisk pace, than to struggle along once, slowly.

- Be clear as to exactly what each question wants. For example, should you be picking out precise details (for example, the date of someone's birthday) or should you be reading the whole passage in order to draw some broad conclusions (for example, a comparison of two people's attitudes to television)?

- Be aware of different ways of finding out the meaning of words. For example: 

· can you guess the meaning of a difficult word in a sentence if you understand what all the other words mean?

· can you find similarities between French and English words (e.g. pharmacie = chemist's (pharmacy) ?

· can you find links with other French words (e.g. mon père = my brother : mon grand-père = my grandfather) 

- Use your knowledge of grammar. For example, if you can identify a plural, a verb tense, an adjective, an adverb or a preposition, you will be in a better position to make an intelligent guess at a meaning.

- Use your knowledge of France and French-speaking countries. For example, knowing about the French educational system could be very useful if you are working on a text about school.

- If you have to write answers in French, be as clear as possible; but remember you will not be penalised for small mistakes.

- Don't spend too long on a difficult item. Come back to it later.

